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The value of patents
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Data for about 7000 EP-patents. Source: European research project ‚PATVAL‘.
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The eight main IPC and ECLA sections

A Human necessities

B Performing operations; transporting

C Chemistry; metallurgy

D Textiles; paper

E Fixed constructions

F Mechanical engineering; lighting; heating; weapons; blasting engines or pumps

G Physics

H Electricity

IPC: approx 70.000 codes; ECLA: approx 138.000 codes

Patent data – knowledge – know how
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New Classification Scheme YO2:
Example Wind Energy

Hierarchy level     Description

Patent data – knowledge – know how
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Patenting between source country (“inventor country”) and countries in which IP protection is sought. 

Example: patenting trends solar photo voltaic technologies
(EPO 2011)
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Example Africa (EPO 2013)
Africa has vast untapped potential for clean energy technologies 

Patenting activity
• less than 1% of CET patents filed in Africa 
• focus on climate mitigation technologies (much less adaptation 

technologies)
• inventive activity dominated by South Africa
• foreign patenting mainly: OECD Countries (D, USA, F, UK ...), 

almost no BRIC

Rate of growth of patenting activity higher than world average
Rate of co-invention much higher than in the rest of the world
Little evidence of intra African co-invention and cross border 

patenting
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