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A growing CPC community

From a bilateral initiative to a global international classification system



From 2 to 38 CPC offices: a growing CPC community

 There are now 38 offices in the CPC (including the EPO and USPTO):
AT, AR, AU, BE, BG, BR, CA, CH, CL, CN, CZ, DK, EA, EE, ES, FI, GB,
GR, HU, IL, IT, KR, LU, LV, MA, MC, MX, NL, NO, PE, PL, PT, RO, RU,
SE and TR

− Morocco and Bulgaria joined the CPC in 2021
− Peru joined the CPC in April 2022
− Monaco and Belgium joined the CPC in July 2022
− Italy joined the CPC in September 2022
− Luxembourg joined the CPC in December 2022
− Latvia joined the CPC in February 2023
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 23 EPO member states (besides the EPO):

 1 validation state: MA (Morocco)

 Poland started exchanging CPC data with 
the EPO in May 2022. Since 1 January 
2023, all fields are covered
Source: European Patent Office 02.2023
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23 EPO member states  
and 1 validation state in the CPC

AT, BE, BG, CH, CZ, DK, EE, ES, FI, GB, 
GR, HU, IT, LU, LV, MC, NL, NO, PL, PT, RO, 
SE and TR



CPC data coverage



USPTO input

Automated 
conversion 

from 
ECLA/ICO/KW 

to CPC

CPC backfile
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CPC coverage of systematically classified collection
(1 January 2024)
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CPC data sent by 22 CPC offices (1 January 2024)
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EPO core collection
+ CPC data from other offices
+ Family propagation
+ 1.5 Million NPL documents

72.8 million documents are
now classified in the CPC

(1 January 2024)

72.8 million
documents



A dynamic CPC scheme

Keeping CPC updated with on-going technological developments



 Three to four releases per year
 Announced under "Latest News"  

section on www.cpcinfo.org

 Three CPC releases in 2024:

− 1 January 2024*
− 1 May 2024
− 1 August 2024

CPC 2024.01
CPC 2024.05
CPC 2024.08

CPC Release Schedule
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* No February 2024 CPC release. All 
IPC scheme changes were included 
in January 2024 CPC release

http://www.cpcinfo.org/
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CPC notices of changes (NoC) – 2023:

Year RP MP DP
2023 112 41 16
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Reclassification efforts at the USPTO and the EPO:

• After CPC revisions group inventories need to be reclassified 
accordingly; this constitutes the maintenance of the system, which 
is carried out by the USPTO, the EPO and other CPC offices.

• EPO’s and USPTO’s goal is to reclassify documents within a year 
past the publication date of their respective CPC releases.

• EPO and USPTO work to reclassify as many families as possible 
to minimize the reclassification workload of other offices.

12



Thank you for your attention!

More info?

www.cpcinfo.org

cpc@uspto.gov cpc@epo.org

http://www.cpcinfo.org/
mailto:cpc@uspto.org
mailto:cpc@epo.org


USPTO specific updates



USPTO initiative

• USPTO has been exploring the use of AI/ML in classification of 
applications

• Currently being used to identify which of the CPC symbols assigned to 
an applications are relevant to the claims

• Further assessment and work being done on assigning CPC classification 
picture to application
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